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REPORT CARD MONITORING

The 2024 Gladstone Harbour Report Card presents monitoring data collected from July 2023 to June 2024. It includes

updated results for all Environmental indicators, and the Economic Performance and Economic Stimulus indicators. There
are no new assessments for Social and Cultural indicators this year, as these have remained stable annually. The next
assessment of Social and Cultural indicators is scheduled for 2025.
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In 2024, Environmental Health
improved to a good (B) grade,
up from satisfactory (C) in 2023.

SCORE GRADE Water and Sediment Quality
maintained a very good (A)
0.89 A grade. In contrast, the Habitats
grade remained poor (D) largely
083 B due to the low score for Coral.
096 A On a positive note, scores for
Seagrass and Mangroves
both increased this year, with
0.68 B Seq . ing f
grass improving from a
014 E satisfactory (C) to a good (B)
0.63 C grade. Fish and Crabs received a
satisfactory (C) grade. Fish health
0.84 B remained stable, while the Fish
057 C Recruitment score increased and
0.46 D improved to a satisfactory (C)

grade. Mud crabs scored slightly
lower than 2023, declining to a
poor grade (D).

ENVIRONMENTAL GRADES OF HARBOUR ZONES
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Not all indicator groups are applicable for all zones.
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For more detailed information see Technical Report 2024 and Fact Sheets available at www.ghhp.org.au




SOCIAL RESULTS

CQ  anl

uses previous high
results confidence

There was no new Social assessment
in 2024, with results carried forward
from the 2022 Report Card. New
assessment is due to take place in
2025.

Cultural Heritage:

low confidence

Sense of Place:
high confidence

uses previous
results

There was no new Cultural assessment
in 2024, with results carried forward
from 2022 (Sense of Place) and 2018
(Indigenous Cultural Heritage). New

assessment is due to take place in 2025.

ECONOMIC RESULTS

high
unchanged com‘igence
In 2024, Economic Health retained a
good (B) grade. Economic Performance
received a very good (A) grade, boosted
by high scores in Shipping and Tourism,
despite a low score in commercial

fishing. Economic Stimulus earned
a satisfactory (C) grade, reflecting a
decline due to a drop in Employment.
Economic Value was not assessed this
GHHP is excited to partner with Port Curtis Coral Coast Trust (PCCC) on year and used 2022 results instead.
redeveloping the Indigenous cultural heritage indicator. PCCC will lead the creation
of a significant and meaningful Traditional Owner Values assessment, which will be

featured in the 2025 report card. Stay tuned for updates!

RESULTS AND HIGHLIGHTS

LITTER AND MARINE
DEBRIS

WHO

Australian Marine Debris Initiative,
collected by volunteers through Tangaroa Cladstone @y <)
Blue Foundation clean-up projects. [

or Curtis 0

across all 14 clean-up sites Island

Facing

. Island

Boyne

Island %

out of the eight sites had
improved scores, suggesting
that the clean-up efforts
had a positive impact

WHAT

Impact of litter on environments - total
litter collected today compared to a 10-
year historic baseline. ()

Tannum
0 Sands
Only

Beach (Quoin Island) and Lilley’s
Beach, received lower scores

WHEN
The largestimprovement revisited sites, East

Collections occurred between July 2022 - was with
June 2023. very low pressure

Calliope

GHHP acknowledges the Australian Marine Debris Initiative®, Tangaroa Blue Foundation®, the community organisations, and individuals involved in the collection and the provision of
data used in this report. This includes ReefClean which is funded by the Australian Government’s Reef Trust and delivered by Tangaroa Blue Foundation in partnership with Reef Check
Australia, Capricornia Catchments, Eco Barge Clean Seas, OceanWatch Australia, South Cape York Catchments and Australian Microplastics Assessment Project.




MONITORING HUMAN DIMENSIONS IN THE
GLADSTONE REGION

ECONOMIC BENEFITS

24.9% male

0.1% gender diverse g07
residents participated 75% female

of respondents value of households rely
waterways for recreation on waterway-related
and socialising, with industries (ports, shipping,
popular activities like mining, fishing) forincome,
swimming, picnics, highlighting their economic
barbecues, and fishing. importance.

PEOPLE

WORDS ASSOCIATED WITH LOCAL WATERWAYS —— BENEFITS & VALUES ——
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PERCEPTIONS
PERCEIVED RATINGS OF HEALTH, THREATS AND PROBLEMS ACROSS DIFFERENT ELEMENTS OF GLADSTONE’S WATERWAYS

. decline in seagrass health
climate change & extreme weather poor water quality loss of mangroves

X I ports & shipping activity low abundance of fish

fish & marine life illegal fishing practices decline in coral health
ter q Y sediment & nutrient run-off .
rivers chemical
lakes & dams industry activity pollutants

healthy Thiedids pioblems

good small large small

seagrass & coral reefs tourism & recreation activities

litter & debris

STEWARDSHIP
PERCENTAGE OF STEWARDSHIP ACTIONS UNDERTAKEN FACTORS INFLUENCING STEWARDSHIP

dispose of rubbish appropriately \I/
fish responsibly 3 707 777

articipate in local clean-ups
P P P feel they can make a feelproudtollvelnthe

participate in environmental restoration personal difference Gladstone community

MANAGEMENT

PERCEIVED AGREEMENT WITH MANAGEMENT INITIATIVES © 202 @ 2022
(ON SCALE OF ONE-TEN)

Itrust the science about waterway health 7
and management 0 0

feel local water
management
decisions are
fair

feel satisfied
with local water
management

I'think that major industry use of waterways
in our region are well managed

I think that ports and shipping in our region
is well managed




TEN-YEAR REPORT CARD TRENDS

Long-term data availability provides an opportunity for an assessment of trends over time. While the Economic, Cultural,

and Social components of the Gladstone Harbour Report Card remain stable, some indicators or sub-indicators of the
Environmental component show more variability, such as Mud Crabs, Fish Recruitment, and Seagrass. In contrast, the Water
and Sediment Quality indicator remains stable.
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RAINFALL RECORDED AT GLADSTONE AIRPORT RAINFALL

Large rainfall events and extended dry
seasons can impact the health of the
harbour. In the monitoring period of
the 2024 Report Card, annual rainfall

at Gladstone Airport was below the
long-term average for the first time in
4 I I two years.
0 Il I- I. I I I I I. II Monthly rainfall in August 2023, and

JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN February, March and May 2024 were

less than half of the monthly average.
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GHHP: A YEAR IN REVIEW
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MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS
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The Gladstone Healthy Harbour Partnership (consisting of the following partners) monitors and reports on the health of
Gladstone Harbour. This annual Report Card has been prepared by an Independent Science Panel for the Partnership.
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This publication may be used for research, individual
For more information or resources please contact: study and educational purposes. Properly acknowledged
. quotations may be used, but queries regarding
Gladstone Healthy Harbour Partnership (GHHP) republication of any material must be addressed to GHHP.

PO Box 1319, Gladstone, Queensland, 4680
po@ghhp.org.au | www.ghhp.org.au
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